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​Intro: Taking a path other than God’s plan is as old as Adam. Taking a sexual path other than 

God’s plan is as old as Adam’s grandsons. Lamech was the first to decide to take two wives 

instead of one. Thereby, he expressed himself sexually in more ways than God’s plan of one man 

and one woman within the covenant of marriage. We can’t make it out of Genesis, the book 

that records much of the Bible’s earliest historical narratives, without encountering polygamy, 

homosexuality, prostitution, horrendous cases of sexual assault, and more. The point is: taking a 

path other than God’s plan—including His plan for sex—is nothing new.  

​Throughout the biblical story as well as church history, so-called servants of God have 

repeatedly fallen into two extremes. Some turn their backs on a sinful world in loveless 

criticism. They find common ground with allies equally disgusted with sinners, and equally 

unwilling to lend a sinner a helping hand. If measured against Christ’s example, this approach is 

clearly cowardice. What’s easier and lower risk than criticizing the shortcomings of others? 

That’s not courage, nor is it Christlike. On the other extreme, certain people decide the “loving” 

thing to do is approve of sinful living in an effort to “reach” sinners (and avoid persecution and 

societal exclusion). The unwillingness to define sin and call out its destructive power is an act of 

cowardice and compromise, and falls woefully short of the example of Christ. The question is: 

how can a Christ follower compassionately reach sinners living distorted lives?  

  

​Take a stand. This first step is as simple as choosing to whom you will give your allegiance. Do 

you serve the Lord and will you hold yourself to His standard? Ephesians 6:14 tells believers to 

stand on the Lord’s side, clothing oneself in spiritual armor, readied to fight for righteousness 

against wickedness. Make a choice in your heart that you will never compromise on the truth of 

God’s Word. What God’s Word says is sin, you call sin. What God’s Word says is righteous, you 

call righteous.  

  

​Remember the real enemy. Ephesians 6:12 tells believers that our real enemies are demonic 

entities, not sinful human beings. Rice Broocks says, “The evil in the world isn’t evidence for the 

absence of God from the world, but the absence of God from people’s lives.” Sinners are not our 

enemies. The sin soaked heart, void of God’s grace and power, enflamed by the demonic forces 

at work in the world, is the real problem polluting humanity. The Bible says sinners have been 

blinded by the devil and taken captive to do his will. This doesn’t mean sinners are mere 

puppets with no agency, and thereby off-the-hook for their sinful choices. Quite the contrary. 

However, as a believer is constrained by and clothed in the universe-creating grace and power 



of Christ, an unbeliever is shackled to the sinking ship of sin and pushed about by the violent 

seas of demonic influence. How did Jesus view people in such a predicament? He often 

described them as ER patients desperate for medical care, lost sheep in need of someone to 

seek and save them from predators or deprivation, or wayward children in need of 

reconciliation with their merciful Heavenly Father. As Rice Broocks also says, “God has a plan to 

destroy sin without destroying sinners.” When Christ suffered, died, and was raised, people 

weren’t destroyed; the powers of sin, Satan, and death were destroyed. Remember who God is 

saving. Remember what God is destroying.  

  

​Remember the real solution. Neither mere criticism nor “loving” affirmation of sinful living 

solves the world’s sin problem. Neither changes the way sinners live. Notice the example of 

Christ. He preached that all should repent and believe the gospel. It doesn’t appear that Christ 

outlined every sinner’s particular practices of sinful conduct in His interactions with them. 

Rather, He told all—the seemingly virtuous and the obviously ungodly—to repent and believe in 

Him. We don’t seem to see Paul spending time with unbelieving Athenians and Corinthians 

outlining the particular sins which distorted their lives. Instead, he preached “Jesus Christ and 

Him crucified” and that God “commands all men everywhere to repent.” The early church called 

on sinners to turn from all sin (dead works of attempted righteousness and/or overtly wicked 

living) in order to trust in Christ for forgiveness. In other words, the early church’s top priority 

was remedying separation from God. The question is: at what point did the early church address 

particular sins and call on individuals to forsake those sinful behaviors? They primarily did so 

after new birth. This wasn’t approval of sin in any way; only prioritizing what work of grace is 

offered first. Once a sinner has turned from sin (rebellion against God’s rule), trusts in Christ for 

forgiveness and eternal life, and the Holy Spirit indwells him, he now has the divine ability to 

“put off… former conduct.” A sinner doesn’t have the power to stop his sinful conduct anymore 

than a caged hawk has the power to tear through the skies. A sinner must be delivered from the 

power of sin, transformed into a new creation, and empowered by divine grace in order to “put 

on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.” 

  

​Focus on Salvation, then Sanctification. When dealing with unbelievers, Christians tend to 

focus on steps three through three hundred on the path of sanctification. But what Christians 

can miss is the importance of steps one and two. First step: get a sinner the gospel. Second 

step: help him respond. Examples of salvation throughout the Bible are the various kinds of acts 

of redemption. At its most basic, redemption is a change in ownership. Say your grandfather 

was restoring a 1967 Ford Mustang, but he died suddenly, and the car was kept in the barn of a 

close friend. As his heir, there’s not a whole lot you can do to that car until you go claim it from 

the friend, and bring it home. Once it’s in your possession (i.e., redemption), the restoration 



process can commence and be completed. In a similar way, a sinner has no capacity to enjoy the 

restoring, sanctifying power of God until he is redeemed (taken out from living under the cruel 

rule of Satan, and transferred into a kingdom ruled by Christ). And that sinner can’t even know 

such a gift of salvation exists without hearing the good news. Therefore, step one is getting a 

sinner the good news of salvation. Step two is helping him respond to the Spirit’s conviction by 

repenting and trusting in Christ. Once new birth and transformation has happened in his life, 

he’s on the road of God restoring what sin has corrupted. 

  

​Conclusion: Like the early church, we will come in contact with sinners who are confused about 

their God-ordained makeup and/or are practicing various kinds of sexual expressions other than 

God’s plan. Their mental, emotional, and sexual distortions are symptoms of their rebellious 

condition against God’s loving rule, and the resulting decaying power of sin and demonic 

influence in their lives. Their distortions are symptoms. We all know what happens when 

well-meaning physicians solely treat symptoms instead of root causes. Christ’s compassion for 

sinners was manifested in His willingness to look beyond corrupted behaviors and thought 

patterns. Like a kind and truthful physician, Jesus uncovered for sickened sinners the fact that 

unholy conduct proceeds from a diseased heart. The entire Old Testament is our tutor teaching 

us that outward adherence to good laws, without an inward transformation of God’s grace, is 

not the solution. This tutor leads us to our solution: Christ. On the other side of the cross a 

person’s actions can truly change in accordance with God’s plan. First, one must hear the 

gospel. Second, one must respond in faith. Then, his heart can be cleansed and filled with the 

Spirit, his mind can be renewed, and his life can demonstrate the “good and acceptable and 

perfect will of God.” As we encounter bound and confused sinners who identify with the latest 

gender ideologies or sexual orientations, and/or practice perversion, let’s compassionately keep 

the main thing the main thing: separation from God, and the gracious and loving offer of 

reconciliation with God through Christ. Once the sinner is buried with Christ, he can be raised to 

walk in newness of life. Once his old way of living is crucified with Christ, he is freed from sin’s 

decaying power. Once he’s freed from sin’s power, he has the divine power to not allow sin to 

reign in his mortal body, but to present his body to God as a grace-empowered instrument of 

righteousness. 

 

​Criticism, however factual it may be, doesn’t heal a terminally ill heart. Affirmation, however 

“loving” it may seem in the moment, does nothing to alter a fatal spiritual condition. The 

Church’s strategy is to call, with compassion, all to Christ. Sure, not all will receive Him. But as 

many as do He will give the right to become children of God. Jesus will perform the transplant. 

He will remove that stony, dead heart. He will put in a soft, healthy heart pumping vigorously 



with His own infinite holiness. This makes the patient alive for the very first time. A living 

patient is the only patient who can now learn to live with a holy God. 

 


